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Welcome to the Buxton 
& Leek College University 
Level Course Guide. As the 
UK economy strengthens, 
the demand for people with higher-level 
technical and vocational skills is growing. Both 
UK and European business and industry report 
widespread skills shortages. It is important for 
people to realise that the traditional route to 
gaining these skills and qualifications, of A Levels 
followed by a University Degree, is not the only 
one available. In fact, for many people, personal 
circumstances, their age or simply their preferred 
style of learning can be a considerable barrier to 
them accessing Higher Education in this way.  

This is where Buxton & Leek College come 
in.  We are a local community College with 
Campuses in Staffordshire and Derbyshire, yet 
we are also part of the University of Derby group. 
This puts us in the unique position of being able 
to offer high quality, local, affordable, University 
Level and Higher Skills courses to students of 
all ages and backgrounds. Our campuses are 
familiar to you, as you may have been a Further 
Education student with us, we have some of the 
best facilities for learning and yet we have some 
of the lowest fees in the region – between 40% 
and 60% below the typical university equivalent.  

This doesn’t mean compromising on the standard 
or value of the qualification you will gain. All 
of our courses are validated by the University 
of Derby and are recognised and valued by 
employers. Studying with us means you will 
get the most important elements from studying 
a University Level course – great teaching and 
learning from expert staff using industry 
standard facilities and equipment and a 

respected and valued qualification.

Please take the time to read our 
prospectus and then call in to 
one of our Campuses, either 
in Leek, Buxton or Derby to 
discuss how we can help 
you realise your higher 
ambitions.

Len Tildsley, 
Principal
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Advice Days are a great way to find out about our 
courses. You’ll also be able to have a look at our industry 
standard facilities, speak to our experienced Tutors 
and find out why our College could be an affordable 
alternative for your University Level course.

How to apply
Alternatively email enquiries@blc.ac.uk or call 

0800 074 0099 to request an application form. 
Once we have received your application 
form a member of the Admissions Team 
will be in touch about the next steps. 

For our full time University Level courses 
you will need to apply through UCAS 

- www.ucas.ac.uk Please check the 
information on each of the course pages .
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Apply online 
for our part time 

University level courses 
at www.blc.ac.uk/
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   Book on to an Advice Day at  

     www.blc.ac.uk  
          or call 0800 074 0099

If you can’t make it to one of these days, call 
us to arrange a College visit or appointment with 

our Information, Advice and Guidance Advisers.

30 Sept 2015

25 Nov 2015

13 Jan 2016

24 Feb 2016

20 April 2016

22 June 2016

1 Oct 2015

26 Nov 2015

14 Jan 2016

25 Feb 2016

21 April 2016

23 June 2016
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The benefits of a University 
Level qualification

Graduates earn over

£100,000
more over a lifetime than those 
with a Level 3 qualification

like-minded 
learners

Enhance your

self-confidence

Develop
industry relevant

knowledge 
& skills

to employers

£18
K-£24K

the average 
salary for graduates, 

six months after 
they complete their 

University Level course

(HECSU 2014)

Achieve a 

higher earning 
potential

MEET

VACANCIES IN

Check out my 
Principal’s blog at 
www.blc.ac.uk/
principalsblog

You don’t have to travel far or study full time to gain a University Level qualification!



We pride ourselves on offering real choice 
and flexibility for our students of all ages, 
abilities and ambitions, which means that 
you can fit your learning around your 
home, work and social life. Being a small 
College with a mixture of learners means you 
will receive a more personalised experience 
and meet like-minded learners you can share 
ideas and practices. 

As fans of the great outdoors, 
Shereen Frame and Kirstie 
Beardmore knew that there was 

more to learning than sitting at a desk in 
a classroom.

So when it came to researching their 
dissertations for their Foundation 
Degrees in Children’s & Young Peoples 
Services the pair of Buxton & Leek 
College students looked to the forest and 
based their work on outdoor activities. 
Both went to a Forest School training 
centre in Sheffield to learn more about 
outdoor education.

Now their enthusiasm for outdoor learning 
has led to the job of their dreams – running 

Mud Monsters Forest Adventures at the 
Daintry Hall Day Nursery  in Congleton.

4 Connect with Buxton & Leek College on 5For more information visit www.blc.ac.uk or call 0800 074 0099 

Choose

Discover

At Buxton & Leek College, we specialise in courses which support 
your life-long education, skills and career development. Whether 
you choose to study on a full or part time basis with us, we can help 
you build on your experience and knowledge, learn new skills and 
achieve valuable qualifications. 

Convenient locations
Our Campuses spanning two counties 
make it even more convenient to study with 
us. Both our Buxton and Leek Campuses 
are situated in the town centres with easy 
access by car and bus. Offering University 
Level courses at your local College means 
you don’t have to move away from home, 
keeping the cost of Higher Education more 
affordable. 

Find out more about transport at 
www.blc.ac.uk/transport

Real World Learning
We don’t believe in only learning in a 
classroom and want to make your learning 
experience as valuable as possible. That’s why 
we’ve invested over £8.5 million into our 
facilities to ensure that the environment you 
are learning in replicates the real working 
world, giving you the skills and knowledge 
you’ll need. We embed work experience, 
talks from industry experts and professional 
and educational visits into your course to 
ensure you’re prepared for a successful and 
rewarding career and you have the skills that 
employers require.  

Employer links

Many of our courses and facilities have been 
designed with input from local employers to 
ensure that what and how you’re learning 
is relevant for the working world. We also 
work with local employers to ensure our 
students can take part in valuable work 
experience and placements.

Succeed 

Matt Cotton studied the Foundation Degree in 
Computing whilst working at Peaks and Plains, a 
social housing provider in Macclesfield, Cheshire. Since 
studying the course he’s been promoted to ICT Support 
Officer and developed a new phone app which offers 
customers of Peaks and Plains 
an easy way to pay rent 
and manage their 

tenancies as well 
as new software 
to improve 
efficiency for 
office staff.

Daniel Aldridge, 20 from 
Waterhouses near Leek, 
started out on Buxton & Leek 
College’s Schools Programme 
where he attended College for 
one day a week, whilst he was at 
school, to work towards the Level 2 
Diploma in Mechanical Engineering. 
He then progressed onto the full time Level 
2 qualification, the Level 3 qualification and then 
HNC in Mechanical Engineering and was also awarded 
Student of the Year in 2011. He now works as a Tool 
Maker at the JCB World Headquarters in Rocester, 
Staffordshire, whilst working towards his Foundation Degree 
in Mechanical Engineering at the University of Derby. 

Luke Smith, aged 20, from Leek, started 
out at Adams Foods, the UK’s biggest 
supplier of pre-packed cheese, as a trainee 
whilst studying for a BTEC in Business.  

He then progressed on to and completed 
a HND in Business and has been 
promoted to Raw Materials 
Scheduler and is responsible 
for keeping the supply chain 
running smoothly.

“The courses I 
studied at Buxton & Leek 

College have helped me greatly 
in getting a job and have taught 
me the necessities of working 
in engineering and the skills to 

become a good engineer. The 
support and teaching methods 
are the best I have experienced 

and I would not be where 
I am today without the 

amazing Tutors.”

“I enjoyed 
the course so much 

that I decided to take 
things further to HNC 

level and then, I started 
the HND course.”

Study part time
Most of our University Level courses are
part time, which allow 
you to study in a way 
that suits you and 
your lifestyle. 

Students who study University Level 
courses at Colleges have great employability 
prospects because their courses contain a mix of 
academic and vocational skills (AOC Key Facts 14/15). 
That’s why our students go on to do great things!

Our unique position as part of the 
University of Derby Group makes it 
easier – and more affordable – for 
you to engage in University Level 
education without having to move 
away from home. It’s all right on 
your doorstep!

We have a strong commitment to 
providing a high quality service to our 
local communities. In last year’s league 
tables, we ranked among the top colleges 
nationally for our students’ success and 
our enthusiastic teaching teams have a wide 
range of up-to-date industry expertise. 
This was all confirmed by Ofsted in 
February 2014 where we were graded 
as a ‘good’ College.



We offer different types of University Level qualifications. 
Here’s a quick explanation to what it all means.

YEAR ZERO
Level 3      Duration: 1 year

Description
Usually for those wanting to study an 
Art or Science related subject at Degree 
level who are not quite ready for a full 
Bachelor’s Degree. It is the first year of a 4 
year BA(Hons) degree programme that you 
will progress on to. 

What’s next?
Bachelor’s Degree

HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 
(HNC)
Level 4      Duration: 1-2 years

Description
Equivalent to the first year of a Bachelor’s 
Degree and designed to give you work 
related skills.  

What’s next?
Higher National Diploma, Top Up to a 
Bachelor’s Degree

HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA (HND)
Level 5      Duration: 2-3 years

Description
Equivalent to the second year of a 
Bachelor’s Degree and designed to give 
you work related skills. 

What’s next?
Top Up to a Bachelor’s Degree

FOUNDATION DEGREE (FDA)
Level 5      Duration: 2-4 years

Description
Intended to give a basic knowledge in a 
subject to enable the holder to go on to 
employment or further study in that field.  

What’s next?
Bachelor’s Degree

CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION 
(CERT ED)
Level 5      Duration: 2 years

Description
An undergraduate (first) full teaching 
qualifications normally required for 
teachers to work in the post-16 sector.  

What’s next?
Bachelor’s Degree
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University Level

BACHELOR’S DEGREE (BA)
Level 6      Duration: 3-6 years

Description
An undergraduate (first) course of study 
that gives a thorough grounding in a field 
or subject. 

What’s next?
Post Graduate Degree

POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE OF 
EDUCATION (PGCE)
Level 7      Duration: 2 years

Description
A post graduate (second) full teaching 
qualifications normally required for 
teachers to work in the post-16 sector.  

What’s next?
Masters qualification

We’re committed to providing a positive 
and supportive environment for all 
learners throughout your time with us 
and beyond. Being a smaller College 
allows you to really get to know your 
Tutors and peers and have a personal 
learning experience. We offer a range of 
support services including:

•  Financial support

•  Careers advice

•  Welfare and wellbeing services

•  Additional learning support

•  Personal Tutors and mentors

•  Academic skills support

•   Support with childcare 
and childcare costs

•   Libraries at both 
Campuses and 
access to the 
University 
of Derby’s 
library in 
Derby.

Fees & Finance
Support

How fees work
You don’t pay tuition fees up front. 
You can apply for a loan from the 
Students Loans Company for your 
tuition fees. You only pay this loan 
back when you finish your course and 
are earning over £21,000 a year. If you 
never reach that salary, you won’t need 
to pay it back. Various other schemes 
are in place to help you pay for your 
course or to support you whilst you 
study. At Buxton & Leek College we’re 
committed to financially supporting 
students. 

For our full fee policy and 
more information about the 

financial support you may be entitled 
to visit www.blc.ac.uk/courses/

funding-bursaries-loans or 
call 0800 074 0099.

You may be able to access the following 
to support your studies (eligibility 
criteria apply): 

•  College Discretionary Bursary Fund 
– to help with the cost of equipment or 
transport if you have a low household 
income.

•  Childcare funding – if you’re in receipt of 
means tested benefits we may be able to 
contribute towards childcare costs.

•  Employer contribution – if you’re  
employed your employer may offer to help 
towards the cost of your course.

•  Professional and Career Development 
Loans – bank loans that can help with 
payment towards training or courses that 
will develop your career and improve     
your chances of getting into paid 
employment.

For more information on student loans and 
other funding support visit 
www.gov.uk/student-finance

Studying a University Level 
course is a real investment 
in your future and with our 
affordably priced courses, it 
won’t cost as much as you think.

Tuition fees
On average our course fees are about half of 
most other Universities. Plus, because we’re 
local you won’t need to pay for additional 
living and accommodation costs. 

We offer a mix of full and part time 
University Level 

courses.



HNC BUSINESS
Level 4      Campus L       

Start date: January or September 

What to expect: This course is designed 
to develop your management potential. 
The subjects you’ll cover are broad and 
relevant to the business world. You’ll 
cover relevant business and management 
issues with modules from marketing 
to economics and human resource 
management. This all means that you 
have a wealth of knowledge to take in 
to your employment. You’ll be assessed 
via coursework, exams and practical 
business scenarios. If you’re working while 
studying you can apply your assessments 
to your organisation, to make a real and 
immediate impact on the business you 
work for. The course will enable you to 
pursue either a specialist career in business 
or one in general management and also 
Top Up to a Bachelor’s Degree at the 
University of Derby or other universities.

Duration: 18-24 months part time. 
You’ll attend College on a Tuesday from 
1pm-8pm. 

Fees: £3,600 total course fee - annual fee 
depends on duration (subject to review). 

Apply: Direct to the College.

Entry requirements: A minimum of 
60-80 points from one full A level or a 
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Art & Design Business
The Leek School of Art has an enviable reputation in the 
industry of supplying the next generation of creative talent. 
Students take full advantage of our brand new Art & Design 
building where we offer industry standard facilities for a variety of disciplines 
including painting, design, photography, textiles, 3D and fine art.

Our business department is dynamic and 
inspirational and covers the wide range of 
business disciplines that we know employers 
are looking for; from business accounts, product 
promotion, contract and business law, to managing 
people, marketing and communications. 

FDA IN CREATIVE ART & DESIGN 
PRACTICE
Level 4 & 5      Campus L       

Start date: September 

What to expect: This course is for students 
who wish to become contemporary artists, 
designers and makers. It is for those who 
want build on earlier experience across a 
broad range of art, craft and design practice 
such as fine art, painting, ceramics, crafts, 
textiles and more.

Students will develop their art and 
business skills through practical projects 
and opportunities to create, exhibit and 
sell their work. Successful students may 
progress to an undergraduate degree in 
fine art at the University of Derby or other 
universities dependent on an interview 
and portfolio of work.

Duration: Three years part time. You’ll 
attend College all day on a Thursday and 
Friday morning. 

Fees: £2,400 per year (subject to review). 

Apply: Direct to the College. 

Entry requirements: 80 UCAS points 
or a BTEC National Diploma/Foundation 
Diploma in Art & Design plus GCSE English 
at grade C or above. Entry requirements 
are flexible for those over 21 based on an 
interview with the Admissions Tutor.

BA (HONS) YEAR ZERO
Level 3      Campus L       

Start date: September 

What to expect: This course is for 
students who have not completed a 
foundation course or who are not ready 
to go on to degree level, but who know 
which subject they wish to study. This 

course is the first stage of a Bachelor’s 
Degree – it is not a standalone course. 
Following the successful completion of 
the year you will then progress on to 
an appropriate Bachelor’s Degree at the 
University of Derby. 

You will explore and experiment with 
a wide range of materials, processes 
and ideas, building a diverse range of 
transferable skills. You will develop your 
practical and intellectual knowledge and 
explore, challenge and extend your 

visual and conceptual skills 
to gain a sound 
understanding of art 

and design practice.

Duration: Four years 
full time (Year Zero then 

three years Bachelor’s 
Degree). 

Fees: £5,250

Apply: Through UCAS. 

Entry requirements: 160 
UCAS points of which at least 
120 are from full A Levels or 

equivalent. 40 points can be 
from qualifications like the 
Extended Project. We also 
accept the Access to HE. You 
should also have 5 GCSEs grade 
A*-C or equivalent. You will be 

enthusiastic and motivated and 
have an art based portfolio.

Merit from the BTEC National Award 
or a Pass Pass from the BTEC National 
Certificate or an Access/Foundation course 
or an NVQ Level 3 in a relevant subject. 
Entry requirements are flexible for those 
over 21 based on an interview with the 
Admissions Tutor.

HND BUSINESS
Level 5      Campus L       

Start date: January or September 

What to expect: This course introduces 
you to the core range of business and 
management subjects, including human 
resource management, accounting, 
marketing, economics, operations and 
business planning. You will learn about 
how these integrate and function together 
and see how they can be applied to real 
business situations.

You’ll develop your innovative, 
entrepreneurial skills and your personal 
skills including reporting presentations, 
research, individual group work, leadership 
skills and self-confidence, all of which are 
vital in any business role.

You’ll be assessed through a range of 
coursework and examinations. During 
the second stage you’ll specialise in one 
of four pathways either in enterprise, 

marketing, finance or human resource 
management. From this course you’ll 
be able to pursue a specialist career in 
business and Top Up to a Bachelor’s 
Degree. 

Duration: Three years part time. You’ll 
attend College on a Tuesday from 
1pm-8pm. 

Fees: £2,400 per year (subject to review). 

Apply: Direct to the College. 

Entry requirements: A minimum of 
60-80 points from one full A level or a 
Merit from the BTEC National Award 
or a Pass Pass from the BTEC National 
Certificate or an Access/Foundation course 
or an NVQ Level 3 in a relevant subject. 
Entry requirements are flexible for those 
over 21 based on an interview.



Childcare & Education

FOUNDATION DEGREE IN CHILDREN 
& YOUNG PEOPLES SERVICES FOR 
EARLY YEARS PRACTITIONERS
Level 4 & 5      Campus B  L       

Start date: September 

What to expect: Designed for 
practitioners currently employed in an 
early years environment, the course 
builds on your work experience and will 
involve support from your employer via a 
mentor. Topics include: child development 
and learning, child health planning 
and assessment for quality provision, 
safeguarding, child welfare, managing 
people and literacy and numeracy. You’ll 
be assessed in the work place through 
presentations, case studies and portfolios. 
You’ll also undertake written essays and 
research.

This course could lead onto a Bachelor’s 
Degree at the University of Derby or other 
universities and will help you to progress 
your career in an early years setting.

Duration: Three years part time (Buxton) 
Two years part time (Leek). 
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Careers working with children offer a high level of fulfilment 
and satisfaction; you can really make a difference to the lives 
of children and their families. Early years staff have a strong 
professional identity, take pride in their work and are recognised 
and valued by parents, other professionals and society as a whole.

Connect with Buxton & Leek College on 

CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION & 
POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE OF 
EDUCATION (FURTHER EDUCATION & 
SKILLS)
Level 5 & 7      Campus B  L       

Start date: September  

What to expect: This course is designed 
for those teaching Post 14 learners in a 
Further Education (FE) setting, training 
establishment, special school, an academy, 
prison or young offenders institute. The 
course is also suitable for those who are 
trainers as part of their career role in 
industry or business or current teaching 
assistants.

Modules include: preparing to teach in 
the FE and Skills sector, developing and 
reflecting on practical teaching skills and 
the theory of teaching and learning. 
Graduate candidates can choose a 
specialist pathway in key skills, Maths, 
English or special educational needs.

Assessment methods include coursework, 
observations of teaching practice, self 
evaluation, reflective tasks, written 
assignments, presentations and group 
tasks. All assessments require you to apply 
theory to your own practice and you are 
expected to engage with learning theory.

This course offers a strong foundation 
for professional development. If you 
achieve the Certificate of Education and 
wish to progress to graduate status, you 
may be able to top up to a Bachelor’s 
Degree at the University of Derby or other 
universities. Students who achieve a PGCE 
may progress to a Masters in Education.

Duration: Two years part time. You’ll 
attend College on a Thursday afternoon 
from 2pm-6pm. 

Fees: £2,250 per year (subject to review). 

Apply: Direct to the College. 

Entry requirements: At least a Level 
3 qualification in a subject relevant to 
your teaching specialism, GCSE or an 
equivalent qualification in English and 
Maths (you can still be working towards 
Maths but must achieve this by the end 
of your first year), access to 50 hours 
teaching in a full teaching role each year 
(paid or voluntary). Applicants for the 
PGCE status must have evidence of at 
least an honours degree relevant to their 
teaching specialism.

BA (HONS) EDUCATION STUDIES 
(TOP UP)
Level 6      Campus L       

Start date: September 

What to expect: Designed for Foundation 
Degree students who now wish to achieve 
a full BA (Hons) degree on a part time 
basis. Students can still be employed and 
attend lessons for the equivalent of half 
a day a week. You must be in a school 
placement for at least two days a week, 
which can be voluntary. The programme 
analyses various elements of the education 
world today and builds on the knowledge 
and skills the learners 
have already acquired 
from foundation degree 
level study. The learning 
sessions are based round 
discussions and practical 
activities. Following the 
course students may wish 
to think about working 
towards full teacher status or 
management roles in other areas 
of education.

Duration: One year part time. You’ll 
attend College for half a day per week or 
one evening per week. You should also 
have a school placement, either paid or 
voluntary for at least two days a week. 

Fees: £3,600 per year (subject to review). 

Apply: Through UCAS. 

Entry requirements: A Foundation 
Degree passed with grades above 50%. 

Fees: £2,400 per year (Buxton) and 
£3,600 per year (Leek) (subject to review). 

Apply: Direct to the College. 

Entry requirements: Five GCSE grades 
A*-C (one of these must include C in 
English) and a relevant and current 
Level 3 childcare/play work/early years 
qualification. Entry requirements are 
flexible for those over 21, with experience 
in an early years setting, based on an 
interview with the Admissions Tutor.

FOUNDATION DEGREE IN CHILDREN 
& YOUNG PEOPLES SERVICES FOR 
TEACHING ASSISTANTS
Level 4 & 5      Campus B  L       

Start date: September 

What to expect: This course has been 
designed for Teaching Assistants who are 
currently working in any type of school. 
You’ll build on current work experience 
with a focus on extending knowledge 
and developing practical skills. Topics 
include the role of a Teaching Assistant, 
development and learning, literacy, 
numeracy, science and technology, 
inclusive education and behaviour 
management.

You’ll be assessed in the work place 
through presentations, case studies, 

portfolios, written essays and research. 
This course could lead onto a Bachelor’s 
Degree at the University of Derby or other 
universities. The course will help you 
to progress your career in an education 
setting.

Duration: Three years part time (Buxton) 
Two years part time (Leek). 

Fees: £2,400 per year (Buxton) and 
£3,600 per year (Leek) (subject to review). 

Apply: Direct to the College. 

Entry requirements: Five GCSE grades 
A*-C (one of these must include C in 
English) and a relevant and current Level 
3 qualification including the CACHE Level 
3 Teaching Assistants. You’ll need to be 
working in a school setting for at least 
two days per week (paid or voluntary). 
Entry requirements are flexible for those 
over 21, with experience in an education 
setting, based on an interview with the 
Admissions Tutor.



PUBLIC SAFETY, DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT & RESILIENCE 
Level 4 & 5      Campus B       

Start date: September 

What to expect: This course is designed 
to equip students with an understanding 
of the threats facing the UK and the 
operational, tactical and strategic 
management of any events arising out 
of these or other threats. Students will 
examine how the UK has built and is 
building resilience to withstand such 
events. This course is suitable for students 
who have studied at Level 3, either 
A level or BTEC. Mature applicants are 
also welcomed who may have 
appropriate experience.

Many students are interested in careers in 
the emergency services such as police, 
fire and rescue. As a graduate of this 
programme, you would be of interest 
to employers in the public, private and
voluntary sectors. The issue of 
building resilience and emergency 
preparation and management is as at 
the forefront of all organisations’ 
current and future planning. 

Duration: Two years full time. 

Fees: £5,520 per year (subject to review). 

Apply: Through UCAS. 

Entry requirements: 120 UCAS points. Applications 
from mature applicants are also welcomed who may 
have appropriate experience.
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Time matters in a crisis and thorough planning, 
clear communication and effective strategies save 
lives and limit disruption when it comes to public 
safety and disaster management. This vital 
job sector continues to expand and offers 
exciting yet significant job opportunities. 

Emergency ManagementComputing

FOUNDATION DEGREE IN 
COMPUTING
Level 4 & 5      Campus B  L       

Start date: September 

What to expect: This course is designed 
to provide a broad introduction to 
computing and has a strong work based 
focus. The course has been designed 
to reflect the diverse range of skills 
and technologies found in modern 
ICT industries. You’ll develop a broad 
range of practical skills in networking, 
programming, application and web 
development, underpinned by software 
engineering and computer science. 
Therefore, it is expected to appeal to 
students from a variety of computing 

disciplines as well as those 
seeking employment 

in ICT.
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Computing & ICT has become such an important industry 
because it affects just about everything we do in our lives. From 
the mobile phones we use, the way we watch films, how we 
communicate, to how we do business and shop. A constantly 
changing discipline, it offers wide ranging career possibilities 
and rewarding challenges for those interested in the subject.
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Specifically, this award provides a sound 
basis for a career in systems development, 
web design, network management and 
hardware maintenance. A variety of 
assessment methods are used to ensure 
conceptual knowledge and understanding. 
The course will provide a basis to enhance 
your future employment prospects. This 
course is designed to train people to 
enter successfully into careers that can 
progress to senior management positions. 
The course can also lead to a Bachelor’s 
Degree at the University of Derby or other 
universities.

Duration: Three years part time (Leek) or 
two years full time (Buxton). 

Fees: £2,400 per year (Leek) £5,520 per 
year (Buxton) (subject to review). 

Apply: Direct to the College for part time 
and through UCAS for full time. 

Entry requirements: Entry requirements 
are variable but should include any 
Level 3 qualification and four GCSE 
passes. Entry requirements are flexible for 
those over 21 based on an interview with 
the Admissions Tutor.



Health & Social CareEngineering

HNC IN MECHANICAL & 
MANUFACTURING ENGINEERING
Level 4      Campus L       

Start date: September 

What to expect: Designed to provide 
specific skills and knowledge relevant 
to the mechanical and manufacturing 
engineering industry. The course will 
enable you to achieve the skills and 
confidence necessary to enhance your 
career. The programme is designed to 
meet the needs of local engineering 
companies, and strikes a balance between 

the academic, practical and work 
based applications and skills 

development.

Modules include: applied 
scientific methods, 
engineering design and 
workshop technology, 
Computer Aided
Design, SolidWorks 
and AutoCAD, 
processes, materials and 
manufacturing process, 
quality and professional 
development and 
business accountability.

A variety of assessment 
methods will be used. 

Some modules are assessed 

Engineering career prospects are high and good calibre engineers 
are sought after across a variety of industries. Our courses are 
a blend of hands on practical work and cutting edge theory. 
At our brand new dedicated engineering workshops at the Leek 
Campus you’ll work with Tutors who have real-life experience.

through coursework only, others by 
examination or lab report. Students will 
manufacture products using industry 
standard equipment at our Leek Campus 
and will gain experience of using the 
University of Derby’s sophisticated testing 
equipment in the engineering laboratory.

This course will help enhance your career 
in engineering and can lead onto a 
undergraduate degree at the University of 
Derby or other universities.

Duration: One year part time. One 
day per week on day release from 
employment. 

Fees: £3,600 per year (subject to review). 

Apply: Direct to the College. 

Entry requirements: Level 3 or equivalent 
qualification in Engineering, Science or 
Mathematics. Industrial 
experience is 
taken into 
consideration.

FOUNDATION DEGREE IN CHILDREN 
& YOUNG PEOPLES SERVICES 
FOR HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
PRACTITIONERS
Level 4 & 5      Campus B  L      

Start date: September 

What to expect: This qualification has 
been designed for practitioners who 
are currently employed (either paid or 
voluntary) in a health and social care 
setting. The course builds on your work 
experience and will involve support from 
your employer via a mentor and gives you 
the chance to earn whilst you learn.

You’ll be assessed in the work place 
through presentations, case studies and 
portfolios. You’ll also undertake written 
essays and research. This course could lead 
onto a Bachelor’s Degree at the University 
of Derby or other universities and will 
help you to progress your career in 
health and social care.

Duration: Three years part time 
(Buxton) Two years part time 
(Leek).

Fees: £2,400 per year 
(Buxton) and £3,600 per 
year (Leek) (subject to 
review). 

Apply: Direct to 
the College. 
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The Health and Social 
Care sector is one of the 
most diverse working 
environments. Care in the 
UK is one of the largest 
employers and will remain 
so for decades to come.

Entry requirements: Five GCSEs grade 
A*-C, (one of which much be English at 
grade C above) and a relevant and current 
Level 3 Health & Social Care qualification. 
You’ll need to be working in a health 
and social care setting for a least two 
days a week (paid or voluntary). Entry 
requirements are flexible for those over 
21, with experience in a health and social 
care setting, based on an interview with 
the Admissions Tutor.

15For more information visit www.blc.ac.uk or call 0800 074 0099 
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